Pride 2026

New Questions

A History of Women in Science

-
G
ﬂ! gﬁg
AN

Written by Kathryn Zamiela

AWIS

ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE




forget
r will

uWe'Ve tended to

that no compute

ever ask a QeW
queStiOn-

cotist
Grace Hopper, Computer Scientis

iral
and United States Navy Rear Admir

This zine is dedicated to every woman
who has ever asked a question
and been told that the answer didn’t matter.

"The women did what
they were told to do.
They didn’t ask

questions or take the
task any further. I
asked questions; I

wanted to know why.”

— Katherine Johnson,
NASA Mathematician



Neena Schwartz: Fast Facts

Era: I926-20I8
Nationality: American
Science: Endocrinology

Known For: Discovery of inhibin, founding member of AWIS and
Women in Endocrinology, creator of the Center for

Reproductive Science at Northwestern University
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Received the Mentor Award for Lifetime

Achievement from the American m AAAS

Association for the Advancement of MERIChN ASSOCIATIONIFGR

. . THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE
Science for her research and mentorship

Ne@na B Schwartz

Came out as a lesbian in her
autobiography and encouraged queer

people to persevere in science




Neena Schwartz: Career Journey

1948

1953

Receives bachelor’s degree from Goucher College

(a women’s college)

Graduates from Northwestern University with a PhD in

physiology, only woman PhD student at the time

Thesis title: “The Influence of Thyroid Hormone on

Skeletal Muscle Function”

1954~ Assistant professor of physiology at the University

1956

1957

1961

1973

of Illinois College of Medicine in Chicago

Director of biological laboratories for Michael
Reese Hospital’s Institute for Psychosomatic and

Psychiatric Research and Training

Professor of physiology, assistant dean of faculty
affairs, and professor of neuroendocrinology at the

University of Illinois College of Medicine

Joins Northwestern University, named Deering
Professor and chair of the Department of Biological
Sciences in the Weinberg College of Arts and

Sciences the next year

1980 Founds Northwestern’s Program for Reproductive

Research (now the Center for Reproductive Science)

J992 Elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences



Neena Schwartz: Cpinion piece
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DISTORTION OF HORMONE DATA
DISCRIMINATES AGAINST WOMEN, SAYS MU PROF

Are women really unfit for leadership posicions because of behavior which
may accompany “raging hormonal imbalances?"

No more unfit chan men, who may go through even more hormone changes, according
to Neena B. 35huartz. Fh.D., Deering Professor of Biological Sciences at
Northwestem Unlversicy.

Prof. Schwarcz, o specialist in reproduccive biolopy, spoke Wednesday, Occober 17,
at the 15th Annual NU=Day, sponsored by The Alumnae of Northwestern.

According to Prof. Schwﬂrtz, women have been subjected co mychs about thelr
abilicy to {unction in the workplace because of hormone changes which occur during
pregnancy, menstruation and menopiuse.

However, recent sctudies have shown thac luteinizing hormone, the pitultary
hormone that causes ovulation in women, is secreted in men In pericdic bursts every
hour of every day, Prof. Schwartz said. E

Furthermore, a number of studies in men have shown that the average level of
blood testosterone (the male sex hormone) peaks every morning and then drops steadily
during the day, Prof. Schwartz said.

"Eorh men and women experience shifte in hormone levels from hour to hour, Erom
day to day, and during the 1ife cycle Erom birch to old age. There is no more
evidence that these shifts limic the capacicy of women to work well and feel well
than there is that cthey limic the capacity of males," Prof. Schwartz said.

Hormone daca are often misinterpreted by those who could gain money or power
through misinformacion, according to Prof. Schwartz. Some differonces between the
gexes which have been confirmed by controlled experiments are actributed solely to

hormone differences without adequate study, she said.




Neena Schwartz: Quotes

“I was the only woman getting my PhD in the department of
physiology at Northwestern. At my first job at the University of
I1linois, the chairman of the department asked me to pour the
tea. ‘Sure,’ I said, ‘but maybe someone else can pour it next

time.’ Nobody ever asked me again.”

“The downside to being lesbian with regard to my professional
life, is that my support network - my partner - was never
formally recognized by the external world until I was in the
dean’s office at the end of my career.. When things went wrong in
my personal life, I could not look to my colleagues for support
and this was very hard. I was reminded of this when one of the
men in my department went through two serious illnesses with two
family members within a few years. The rest of us were quick to
help fund his lab or do some teaching for him. But years ago,
when [my partner] Jan had breast cancer surgery, I kept right on

working and did my grieving alone at home.”

Neena Schwartz and her long-

time partner Claire Wadeson
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